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effect its purpose ... by imposing punishments
upon those who participate in them [child mar-
riages].1

The Committee's recommendations and the Govern*
ment's consequent policy throughout this matter were
ably explained in March 1928 by Mr. Sarda, who
originally proposed the measure, and who at this time
moved that the changed Bill be recirculated for the
purpose of eliciting further opinions :

When I introduced the Bill, I confined its opera-
tions to Hindus only, for two reasons. There is a
fundamental difference of opinion with regard to
the institution of marriage between the Hindus
and Mussalmans. The former regard marriage as
a sacrament, the latter only as a civil contract.
Moreover, amongst the Hindus, there is such a
thing as enforced widowhood. Among the Muslins
no such thing obtains. . . . As, however, the
Select Committee made this Bill a penal measure,
it thought it would be advisable to apply it to all
Indians, whether Hindus, Muslims, or Christians.

Two questions now arose for decision : the first
was, up to what age was the marriage to be held
a child marriage ? And secondly, what were the
penalties to be imposed on those who performed
such marriages ? The Committee unanimously de-
cided that 18 was the minimum marriageable age
for boys ; as for girls, the Muslim opinion, as the
Bill now applies to Mussalmans also, in the Select
Committee was dead against fixing the age below

1 The Gazette of India, Part V, March 31, 1928, Delhi.